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ACADEMY

Quotations On the Upbringing of Children

“The best inheritance you can leave your sons, the richest dowry you can prepare
for your daughters, is a truly Christian upbringing.”
— Bishop Irenaeus, from On the Upbringing of Children

“In educating, it is extremely dangerous to only develop the understanding and
intellect, and not pay attention to the heart . . . for the heart is life.”
— St. John of Kronstadt, from My Life in Christ

“The most important thing is to try to create a moral environment, a realm of love,
that will act like morning rain on small plants.”
— Fr. Artemy Vladimirov

“But what does [the] child see in you? How do you live and what do you radiate?
Does Christ radiate in you? That is what is transmitted to [the] child. This is where
the secret lies.”

— St. Porphyrios of Athens

“One must so dispose the mind of pupils that they do not lose the conviction that
our chief work is the pleasing of God, and that learning is a secondary quality,
something incidental which is good only during the present life.”

— St. Theophan the Recluse
“One must at all times keep the education of the child under the most abundant
influence of the Holy Church, which by the whole order of life acts in a saving way

upon the formation of the spirit.”
— St. Theophan the Recluse

“Children are souls to be nurtured, not products to be measured.”



— Andrew Kern
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